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NZ population in 1914: 1 million

*10% of the population went to WW1, ¢103,000 in all
* Troops and nurses

eSome 18,277 died
Some 41, 317 (?65,000) were wounded
* Another 1000 died within 5 years i.e. by 1923

* Huge impact on a small country; towns, villages, farms



NOI'tn 1siana, AuckKiand, AnzZac Avenue,

20/9/1918, mixed species: lily pilly (Syzygium
paniculatum), Phoenix, Vitex, Cupressus, Podocarpus,

Corynocarpus (John Agiaim)



Triggers and advocates for avenues

* Beautifying Societies in cities, towns and districts

e Arbor Day plantings, often in primary schools and
reserves

e Local and national newspapers
e Agricultural & Pastoral Association showgrounds
*Scenery Preservation Movement

* Progressive era groups: Women'’s Societies, the
Maori Welfare League, Civic Leagues

* Some Municipal, Borough and County Councils



Non-

avenues
are more
common:

South Island:

Ashburton,
Hampstead,
Friedlander
Park, Peace
Oak,
19/7/1919

(Mike Roche)



Lone oak:

Ashburton
Domain:

Victory

Oak,
21/7/1919

3 sons dead
of 5

serving...
(Mike Roche)



NZ's largest avenue: South Island,

Oamaru, 8/1918 Memorial oak avenues
(multiple): Q.robur, Q.cerris (SR)



Oamaru 1919 dedication plaque: intriguing choice
of both European & Turkish oaks — for Gallipoli?(SR)

https://nzhistory.govt.nz/media/photo/






S. Island, N. Otago,
near Kurow, Pair of
oaks for Jeffis Brothers

(Oamaru oaks)
(Mike Roche)



https://nzhistory.govt.nz/media/photo/

Oamaru: replacement
1990s concrete crosses



Exhibition based on Oamaru memorial
oaks (Chris Betteridge)



Fairlie Peace Avenue — some 500 oaks In all

— no plaques: significant as an avenue
(www.nzhistory.org.nz)



N. Island: Whangarel, Onerahi 1921 Memorial Oak
Grove 10 soldiers remembered as a group (non-avenue)

(Bruce Ringer)



S. Island, Canterbury, Timaru, 1922, ash (Mike
Roche)



Pukekohe Public

School, 1924, 27
camellias, planted by
school children

(L: c.1931; R: Google earth)



S. Island, Dunedin, Anzac Avenue,

1925, oaks, elms and horse chestnuts (Mike
Rnrhe)






Debates on native v exotic: pohutukawa
[cedar?

* Symbolism and nationalism — maturing ‘sense of self’

*|ssue of hardiness in exposed, open settings (parks,
schools, street verges)

e Lack of knowledge of needs of various tree species

*ssues of erratic maintenance and follow-up post-
planting

e |ssues of faltering memory, translocation, loss



S. Island:
Hanmer
Memorial
Avenue, NZ
State Forest

Service (photo c/o
Mike Roche)



ISLAND-WIDE SCHEME
CAIRN UNVEILED

| The memorial is the only one of its
kind to the brigade in the
Dominfon, and forms © pact of
'an  island-wide ° scheme to plant
{he  main north road from Wel-
lington to Auckland with trees on one
gide in commemoration of the silver
Jl.lbllEE u-I King Genrge V and on the

T T —— o olom J'\.'l-'." "'H.Iq

21/2/1938 Evening

Post article - 20 miles
of trees planted,
S.H.1 Wanganui-

Waltotora: part of a
scheme to link Auckland-
Wellington...



WW?2: Devonport, Auckland: Araucaria heterophylla
& Metrosideros excelsa 1952 planted by school kids

(Chris
Betteridge)






The New
Zealand
Herald,
17/10/2018

NZ school
children are
planting
‘fields of
Crosses’ in
run up to
11/11/2018
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